
J 



Europaisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europ&en des brevets 



IlliiiUl 

© Publication number: 0 438 1 74 A2 



® 



EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 



CO 
CO 



a. 

1U 



© Application number 91100591.6 
© Date of filing: ia01-91 



© Int. cis : G10L 3/00 



© Priority: 18.01.90 JP 8593/90 
18,01.90 JP 8594/90 
13.02.90 JP 33209/90 
13.02.90 JP 33212/90 

@ Date of publication of application: 
24.07.91 Bulletin 91/30 

© Designated Contracting States: 
CH DE FR GB LI NL SE 

© Applicant MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC 
INDUSTRIAL CO., LTD. 
1006, Oaza Kadoma 
Kadoma-shi, Osaka-fu, 571 (JP) 



© Inventor Kane, Joji 
4-34, Jingu 1-chome 
Nara-shi Nara 631 (JP) 
Inventor. Nohara, Akira 
10-17, Matsuzonocho 
Nishinomiya-shi Hyogo 662(JP) 

© Representative: Patentanwalte Beetz sen. 
Beetz jun. Timpe - Siegfried - 
Schmitt-Fumian- Mayr 
Stelnsdorfstrasse 10 
W-8000 Munchen 22(DE) 



© Signal processing device. 

© Frequency analysis means (3) inputs therein a signal containing a noise to perform frequency analysis; 
signal detection means (20) detect a signal portion from the frequency-analyzed signal ; noise prediction means 
(6) input therein the frequency-analyzed signal with a mingling of noise to predict a noise of the signal portion on 
the basis of the past information; cancel means (7) subtract the predicted noise from said frequency-analyzed 
signal with a mingling of noise; and band composition means (8) perform band composition on the canceled 
signal. 
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SIGNAL PROCESSING DEVICE 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

s The present invention relates to a signal processing device for eliminating effectively a noise from a 
signal containing a noise such as a signal with a mingling of noise. 

2. Description of the Related Art 

to Fig. 1 is a diagram showing the outline of a prior art noise suppression system (Japanese Patent 
Application Publication No. 63-500543). 

In Fig. 1, a voice-plus-noise signal at an input is divided by a channel divider 19 into many selected 
channels. Then, the gain of these individual pre-processed voice channels is adjusted by a channel gain 
modifier 21 in response to a modified signal described later so that the gain of the channels exhibiting a low 
75 voice-to-noise ratio is reduced. Then, the individual channels comprising the post-processed voice are 
recombined in a channel combiner 26 to form a noise-suppressed voice signal available at an output. 

Also, the individual channels comprising the pre-processed voice are applied to a channel energy 
estimator 20 which serves to generate energy envelope values for each channel. The post-processed voice 
is inputted into a channel energy estimator 22. The post-processed estimated channel energy is utilized by 
20 a background noise estimator 23 to determine voice/noise. 

A channel SNR estimator 24 compares the background noise estimate of the estimator 23 to the 
channel energy estimate of the estimator 20 to form an SNR estimate. The SNR estimate is utilized to 
select a specified gain value from a channel gain table comprising experimentally beforehand determined 
gains. A channel gain controller 25 generates the individual channel gain values of the modified signal in 
25 response to the SNR estimate. 

However, such prior art noise suppression system adjusts the gain to suppress noise without eliminating 
noise, so that a sufficiently noise-eliminated signal cannot be obtained. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

30 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a signal processing device for generating a securely 
noise-eliminated signal by solving the problem of such prior art noise suppression system. 

A signal processing device of claim 1 comprises: 
frequency analysis means for inputting therein a signal containing a noise to perform frequency analysis; 
35 signal detection means for detecting a signal portion from the frequency-analyzed signal ; 

noise prediction means for inputting therein the frequency-analyzed signal to predict the noise of the signal 
portion on the basis of a past noise information; 

cancel means for subtracting the predicted noise from the frequency-analyzed signal ; and 
signal composition means for performing signal composition on the noise-canceled signal. 
40 A signal processing devise of claim 6 comprises: 

frequency analysis means for analyzing the frequency of an inputted signal containing a noise; 

noise prediction means for inputting therein the frequency-analyzed output of the frequency analysis means 

to predict the noise component thereof; 

cancel means for inputting therein the predicted noise of the noise prediction means, the frequency- 
's analyzed output of the frequency analysis means and a cancel coefficient signal to cancel the noise 

component considering the cancel coefficient from the frequency-analyzed output; and 

signal composition means for composing the canceled-output of the cancel means. 
A signal processing device of claim 7 comprises: 

band division means for dividing the frequency band of an inputted signal containing a noise; 
so noise prediction means for inputting therein the band-divided output of the band division means to predict 

the noise component; 

cancel means for inputting therein the predicted noise output of the noise prediction means, the band- 
divided output of the band division means and a cancel coefficient signal to cancel the noise component 
considering the cancel coefficient from the band-divided output; and 
band composition means for composing the canceled-output of the cancel means. 
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A signal processing device of claim 9 comprises: 
a noise prediction section for outputting a predicted noise signal by a voice/noise signal input; 
a cancel section for inputting therein the voice/ noise signal input and the predicted noise signal to obtain a 
noise-eliminated voice output; 
s a voice detection section for detecting the presence/absence of a voice signal from the noise-canceled 
voice signal to output a control signal corresponding to the presence/absence; and 

the noise prediction section performing noise prediction utilizing the control signal of the voice detection 
section. 

A signal processing device of claim 10 comprises: 
10 a first noise prediction section for outputting a first predicted noise signal by a voice/noise signal input; 

a first cancel section into which the voice/noise signal and the first predicted noise signal are inputted, to 
obtain a first noise-eliminated voice output; 

a voice detection section for detecting the presence/absence of a voice signal from the noise-canceled 
voice signal to output a control signal corresponding to the presence/absence; 
75 the first noise prediction section performing noise prediction utilizing the control signal of the voice 
detection section; and further 
the device provided with ; 

a second noise prediction section for outputting a second predicted noise signal by the first voice output 
and by the control signal; 

20 a second cancel section into which the first noise-eliminated output and the second predicted noise signal 
are inputted to obtain a second noise-eliminated voice output. 

A signal processing device of claim 1 1 comprises: 
FFT processing means for FFT processing a signal containing a noise; 

cepstrum peak detection means for performing cepstrum analysis of the FFT output of the FFT processing 
25 means to detect the peak thereof; 

pitch frequency estimate means for estimating a pitch frequency in the peak-detected output of the 
cepstrum peak detection means; 

window generation means for generating a window output on the basis of the pitch frequency predicted 
output in the pitch frequency estimate means; 
30 noise prediction means for predicting a noise from the FFT output of the FFT processing means; 

cancel means for canceling the predicted noise output of the noise prediction means from the FFT output of 
the FFT processing means; 

pitch frequency emphasis means for emphasizes the canceled output of the cancel means by the window 
output of the window generation means; and 
35 I FFT processing means for I FFT processing the emphasized output of the pitch frequency emphasis means 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing a prior art noise suppression system; 

Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing an embodiment of a signal processing device according to the present 
40 invention; 

Fig. 3 is graphs of spectrum and cepstrum in the embodiment 

Fig. 4 is a graph illustrating a noise prediction method in the embodiment; 

Fig. 5 is a graph illustrating a cancellation method with the time as a basis in the embodiment; 

Fig. 6 is a graph illustrating a cancellation method with the frequency as a basis in the embodiment; 
45 Fig. 7 is a block diagram showing an embodiment of a signal processing device according to another 

present invention; 

Fig. 8 is a block diagram showing an embodiment of a signal processing device according to another 
present invention; 

Fig. 9 is a graph illustrating a cancel coefficient in the embodiment 
so Ftg. 10 is a block diagram showing an embodiment of a signal processing device according to another 
present invention; 

Fig. 11 is a block diagram showing an embodiment of a signal processing device according to another 
present invention; and 

Fig. 12 is a block diagram showing an embodiment of a signal processing device according to another 
55 present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

With reference to the drawings, embodiments of the present invention will be explained hereinafter. 

3 



BMSOOCIO <EP 043B174A2 I > 



EP0 438 174 A2 



Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing an embodiment of a signal processing device according to the 
present invention. 

Into a microphone 1, usually a noise such as engine sound in addition to voice S is entered. 
Accordingly, the microphone 1 outputs a voice signal with a mingling of noise(S + N). 
5 A/D (Analog-to-Digital) conversion means 2 converts the voice signal with a mingling of noise being an 
analog signal to a digital signal. 

FFT (Fast Fourier Transformation) means 3 as an example of frequency analysis means performs fast 
Fourier transformation on the voice signal with a mingling of noise thus converted to the digital signal. 

Signal detection means 46 detects a signal portion from the signal with a mingling of noise thus Fourier- 
10 transformed. For example, the means 45 is provided with a cepstrum analysis means 4 for cepstrum 
analyzing the Fourier-transformed signal and signal detecting means 5 for detecting the signal portion 
utilizing the cepstrum thus analyzed. The term "cepstrum" which is derived from the term "spectrum" is in 
this application symbolized by c(t) and obtained by inverse-Fourier-transforming the logarithm of a short- 
time spectrum S(«). 
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The dimension of t is time and r (time) is named "quefrency" which is derived from the word 
"frequency". 

As example the waveforms as shown in Fig. 3 are given. Fig. 3(a) is a short-time spectrum, and Fig. 3- 
(b) is a cepstrum thereof. The signal detecting means 5 detects the signal portion from a noise portion 

25 utilizing the cepstrum. As a method of discriminating the signal portion utilizing the cepstrum, for example, a 
method has been known of detecting the peak of the cepstrum. That is, the method utilizes a peak 
detection means 51 for detecting the peak of the analyzed cepstrum and signal-noise detection means 52 
for discriminating signal on the basis of the peak information thus detected. The P in Fig. 3(b) shows the 
peak, and the portion in which the peak exists is determined to be a voice signal portion. The peak is 

30 detected, for example, in such a manner that a specified threshold has been previously set and the peak 
value is compared to the threshold. 

Noise prediction means 6 inputs therein the Fourier-transformed signal with a mingling of noise and 
predicts the noise in the signal portion on the basis of a past noise information. For example, as shown in 
Fig. 4, the axis X represents frequency, the axis Y does voice level and the axis Z does time. The data of 

35 p1 and p2 through pi at a frequency fl are taken to predict the preceding pj. For example, the mean value of 
the noise portions p1 through pi is predicted to be pj. Alternatively, when the voice signal portion continues 

- •■ - - ' • - * •« u I I — U 4-Usn **f»sN<*/>*\+ Amlw4imont fho r\r\'tca 
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prediction means 6 predicts the noise in the signal portion utilizing the signal portion information detected 
by the signal detection means 45. For example when the signal portion is detected, the means 45 predicts 

40 the noise in the signal portion on the basis of the data of the noise portion at the nearest past when viewed 
from the point beginning with the signal portion. It is also preferable that the noise prediction means 6 
utilizes the signal portion (noise portion) information detected by the signal detection means 45 to 
accumulate the past noise information. 

Cancel means 7 subtracts the noise predicted by the noise prediction means 6 from the Fourier- 

45 transformed signal with a mingling of noise. For example, the cancellation with the time as a basis is 
performed in a manner to subtract the predicted noise waveform (b) from the noise-contained voice signal 
(a) as shown in Fig. 5, thereby allowing only the signal to be taken out (c). Also, as shown in Fig. 6, the 
cancellation with the frequency as a basis is performed in such a manner that the noise-contained voice 
signal (a) is Fourier transformed (b), then from the signal thus transformed .the predicted noise spectrum (c) 

so is subtracted (d). and the remain is inverse Fourier transformed to obtain a voice signal without noise (e). Of 
course, the portion without signal can be determined to be only noise, so that a signal obtained by inversing 
the output of the FFT means 3 is generated, and in the portion without signal, the inversed signal is added 
directly to the output of the FFT means 3 to eliminate completely noise. 

IFFT means 8, as an example of signal composition means, inverse-Fourier transforms the noise- 

55 eliminated signal obtained by the cancel means 7. 

D/A conversion means 9 converts the noise-eliminated voice signal being a digital signal obtained by 
the IFFT means 8 to an analog signal. The f in FIG.2 indicates the noise-eliminated signal being the analog 
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A voice recognizer 10 recognizes what word the noise-eliminated voice signal thus obtained is. 
The operation of the above-described embodiment will be explained hereinafter. 

The microphone 1 inputs therein a voice with a mingling of noise and outputs the voice signal with a 
mingling of noise (S + N) (see Fig. 2, a ). The A/D conversion means 2 converts the voice signal with a 
s mingling of noise being an analog signal to a digital signal. The FFT means 3 performs fast Fourier transfor- 
mation on the voice signal with a mingling of noise thus converted to the digital signal (see Fig.2, b ). 

The signal detection means 45 detects a signal portion from the signal with a mingling of noise thus 
Fourier transformed. For example, the cepstrum analysis means 4 performs cepstrum analysis on the 
Fourier-transformed signal. Further, the signal detection means 5 detects the signal portion utilizing the 
70 cepstrum thus analyzed (see Fig.2, c ). For example the means 5 detects the peak of the cepstrum to 
detect signal . 

The noise prediction means 6 inputs therein the Fourier-transformed signal with a mingling of noise, 
takes the data of p1 and p2 through pi at a frequency fl, and calculates the mean value of the noise portions 
p1 through pi to be made pj. Also, in the present embodiment, the noise prediction means 6 predicts the 

15 noise in the signal portion (see Fig. 2, d ) , on the basis of the data of the noise portion at the nearest past 
when viewed from the point beginning with the signal portion when the signal is detected utilizing the signal 
portion information detected by the signal detection means 45 . 

The cancel means 7 subtracts the noise predicted by the noise prediction means 6 from the Fourier- 
transformed signal with a mingling of noise (see Fig. 2, e ). 

20 The IFFT means 8 inverse-Fourier transforms the noise-eliminated signal obtained by the cancel means 
7. 

The D/A conversion means 9 converts the noise-eliminated voice signal being a digital signal obtained 
by the IFFT means 8 to an analog signal (see Fig.2, f ). 

The voice recognizer 10 recognizes what word the noise-eliminated voice signal thus obtained is. Since 
25 the signal contains no noise, the recognition rate thereof becomes high. 

The noise detection means 6 of the present invention may be such means as to predict the noise 
component of the signal portion simply on the basis of the past noise information without utilizing the 
detected signal from the signal detection means 45. For example, the means 6 predicts simply that the past 
noise continues even in the signal portion. 
30 The present invention also can apply to the processing of other signals with a mingling of noise not 
limiting to that of voice signal. 

Further, the present invention, though implemented in software utilizing a computer, may also be 
implemented utilizing a dedicated hardware circuit. 

As described above, the signal processing device according to the present invention detects a signal 
35 portion from a frequency-analyzed signal with a mingling of noise, predicts a noise of the signal portion on 
the basis of the past noise information, and subtracts the predicted noise from the signal with a mingling of 
noise, thereby allowing a completely noise-eliminated signal to be generated. 

Where noise prediction means 6 uses a signal detected by signal detection means 45 as a trigger to 
predict a noise of the signal portion, the noise can more accurately predicted, whereby a signal from which 
40 the noise is more securely eliminated can be generated. 

With reference to the drawings, embodiments of another present invention will be explained hereinafter. 
Rg. 7 is a block diagram of a signal processing device in another embodiment of the preset invention. 
In Fig. 7. the numeral 71 indicates band division means for dividing a voice signal containing noise for each 
frequency band as an example of frequency analysis means for frequency analyzing a signal, the numeral 
45 72 does noise prediction means for inputting therein the output of the band division means 71 to predict a 
noise component, the numeral 73 does cancel means for eliminating the noise in a such a manner as 
described later, and the numeral 74 does band composition means for composing a voice as an example of 
signal composition means for composing a signal. 

The above-described means will be explained in detail hereinafter. The band division means 71 is 
so supplied with a voice containing noise/noise input, performs band division into m-channe! frequency bands, 
and supplies them to the noise prediction means 72 and the cancel means 73. The noise prediction means 
72 predicts noise component for each channel on the basis of the voice/noise input divided into m-channels, 
and supplies them to the cancel means 73. For example, the noise prediction is performed as described 
previously and as shown in Rg. 4. The cancel means 73 is supplied with a m-channel signal from the band 
55 division means 71 and the noise prediction means 72, cancels noise in a manner to subtract the noise for 
each channel in response to the cancel coefficient input, and supplies them to the band composition means 
74. That is, the cancellation is performed by multiplying the predicted noise component by the cancel 
coefficient. Usually, the cancellation with the time axis as an example of cancel method is performed as 

5 
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described previously and as shown in Fig. 5. Also, as described previously and as shown in Fig. 6 f the 
cancellation with the frequency as a basis is performed. The band composition means 74 composes the m- 
channel signal supplied from the cancel means 73 to obtain a voice output. 

The operation of the signal processing device thus configured in the embodiments of the present 

5 invention will be explained hereinafter. 

A voice containing noise/noise input is band divided into m-channel signals by the band division means 
71, and a noise component thereof is predicted for each channel by the noise prediction means 72. From 
the signal band-divided into m-channels by the band division means 71, the noise component supplied for 
each channel from the noise prediction means 72 is eliminated. The noise elimination ratio at that time is 

10 properly set so as to improve articulation for each channel by the cancel coefficient input For example, 
articulation is improved in such a manner that, where a voice signal exists, the cancel coefficient is made 
low even if a noise exists so as not to eliminate much the noise. Then, the noise-eliminated m-channel 
signal obtained by the cancel means 73 is composed by the band composition means 73 to obtain a voice 
output 

is As described above, according to the present embodiment the noise elimination ratio of the cancel 
means 73 can be properly set for each band by the cancel coefficient input and the cancel coefficient is 
accurately selected according to a voice, thereby allowing an articulation noise-suppressed voice output to 
be obtained. 

Fig. 8 is a block diagram of a signal processing device in an embodiment of another present invention. 

20 In Fig. 8, the same numeral is assigned to the same means as that of the embodiment in Fig. 7. That is, 
the numeral 71 indicates band division means, the numeral 72 does noise prediction means, the numeral 73 
does cancel means, and the numeral 74 does band composition means. Pitch frequency detection means 
87 detects a pitch frequency of the voice of the inputted voice/noise input and supplies it to channel 
coefficient setting means 88. The pitch frequency of the voice is determined by various method as shown in 

25 Table 1 and expresses the presence/absence and characteristic of a voice. 

Instead of the pitch frequency detection means 87, another means for detecting voice portion may also 
be provided. The cancel coefficient setting means 88 is configured in a manner to set a number m of 
cancel coefficients on the basis of the pitch frequency supplied from the pitch frequency detection means 
87 and supply them to the cancel means 73. 

30 The operation of the signal processing device thus configured in the embodiments of the present 
invention will be explained hereinafter. 

A voice containing noise/noise input is band-divided into m-channel signals by the band division means 
71 , and a noise component thereof is predicted for each channel by the noise prediction means 72. From 
the signal band-divided into m-channels by the band division means 71 , the noise component supplied for 

35 each channel from the noise 
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25 


(5,b) lAfter down sampling voice 1 . ■ 
1 SIFT Algorithm Iwaveform. performs LPC analysis 
1 land smoothes spectrum by > 
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(Separates envelope and fine 1 
(structure of spectrum by 1 
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45 prediction means 72 is eliminated. The noise elimination ratio at that time is set for each channel by the 
cancel coefficient supplied from the cancel coefficient setting means 88. That is, when the predicted noise 
component represents a lt signal containing noise bj f and cancel coefficient alpha j, the output Q.of the cancel 
means 73 becomes (bi - alphat x ai). And the cancel coefficient thereof is determined on the basis of the 
information from the pitch frequency detection means 87. That is, the pitch frequency detection means 87 

so inputs therein a -voice/noise input and detects the pitch frequency of the voice. The cancel coefficient setting 
means 88 sets cancel coefficients as shown in Fig. 9 . That is, Fig.9(a) shows cancel coefficients at each 
band, where the fo-fa indicates the entire band of the voice/noise input. The fo-f3 is divided into m-channels 
to set the cancel coefficient. The f i -f2 indicates particularly a band containing voice obtained utilizing pitch 
frequency. Thus, in the voice band, the cancel coefficient is made low (close to zero) to eliminate noise as 

55 little as possible, thereby causing articulation to be improved. That is because human acoustic sense can 
hear a voice even though the voice has a little noise. In the non-voice bands fo-fi and f 2 -f3, the cancel 
coefficient is made 1 to remove sufficiently noise. The cancel coefficient in Rg.9(b) is used when it is firmly 
found that no voice exists and only noise is considered to exist, and is made 1 to remove sufficiently noise. 
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For example, where no vowel continues to exist from view of peak frequency, the signal cannot be 
determined to be voice signal, so that the signal is determined to be noise. It is preferable that the cancel 
coefficient in Rg.9 (a) and (b) can be properly changed over. 

The present invention can apply not only to voice signal but also to other signals processing. 
5 Also, the present invention, though implemented in software utilizing a computer, may also be 
implemented utilizing a dedicated hardware circuit. 

As apparent by the above description, the signal processing device according to the present invention 
comprises noise prediction means for predicting a noise component cancel means into which a noise- 
predicted output of the noise prediction means, a frequency analysis output of frequency analysis means 
10 and a cancel coefficient signal are inputted and which cancels the noise component considering the cancel 
ratio from the frequency analysis output, and signal composition means for composing the canceled output 
of the cancel means, so that, when the noise component is eliminated from a voice containing a noise, the 
degree of the elimination is properly controlled, thereby allowing the noise to be eliminated and articulation 
to be improved. 

75 With reference to the drawings, an embodiment of another present invention will be explained. 

Fig. 10 is a block diagram of a signal processing device in an embodiment of the present invention. The 
device is configured as shown in Rg. 10. That is, a noise prediction section 101 predicts a noise by a 
voice/noise input and by a control signal supplied by a voice detection section 103, and supplies a 
predicted noise to a cancel section 102. The cancel section 102 eliminates the noise from the voice/noise 

20 input in response to the predicted noise supplied from the noise prediction section 101 to obtain a voice 
output, and supplies the voice output to the voice detection section 103. The voice detection section 103 
detects the presence/absence of actual voice by the voice output to obtain a voice-detected output, and 
supplies the voice-detected output as a control signal to the noise prediction section 101. 

The operation in the above configuration will be explained. A voice overlapping with noise/noise input is 

25 supplied to the cancel section 102 where the noise is eliminated in response to the predicted noise supplied 
from the noise prediction section 101 to obtain a voice output The voice/noise input from which the noise is 
eliminated by the cancel section 102 is supplied to the voice detection section 103 where the presence/ 
absence of voice is detected to obtain a voice-detected output Thus, the noise prediction section 101 
operates such that the section uses as a control signal the voice-detected output indicating the 

30 presence/absence of a voice supplied from the voice detection section 103 to predict the noise of the 
voice/noise input signal, and supplies the voice-detected signal to the cancel section 102. 

Thus, according to the signal processing device in the embodiment of the present invention, voice 
detection is performed by the signal in which a noise is previously eliminated from a voice/noise input, 
thereby allowing the presence/absence of a voice to be accurately detected regardless of noise. With such 

35 detection, noise prediction can also be performed accurately and the noise is eliminated effectively from the 
voice/noise input to obtain a clear voice output. 

With reference to Rg. 1 1 . an embodiment of another present invention will be explained hereinafter. 
Rg. 1 i is a btock diagram of a signal processing device in an embodiment of the present invention. The 
device is configured as shown in Rg. 11. That is, a first cancel section 105 eliminates a noise predicted by 

40 a first noise prediction section 104 from a voice/noise input, and supplies the noise-eliminated signal to a 
voice detection section 106, a second noise prediction section 107 and a second cancel section 108. The 
voice detection section 106 detects the presence/absence of the signal supplied from the first cancel 
section 105 to obtain a voice-detected output, and supplies the voice-detected output as a control signal to 
the first noise prediction section 104 and the second noise prediction section 107. The second cancel 

45 section 108 eliminates the noise predicted by the second noise prediction section 107 from the signal 
supplied from the first cancel section 105 to obtain a voice output The first noise prediction section 104 
and the second noise prediction section 107 both use the control signal from the voice detection section 
106 to predict the noise of the voice/noise input and to predict the noise of the signal supplied from the first 
cancel section 105, respectively. Then, the second noise prediction section 107 supplies the predicted- 

so result to the second cancel section 108 which in turn makes the canceled-result a voice output 

The operation in the above configuration will be explained. A voice overlapping with noise/noise input is 
supplied to the first cancel section 105 where the noise is eliminated in response to a predicted noise 
supplied from the first noise prediction section 104. A first voice output from which the noise has been 
previously eliminated by the first cancel section 105 is supplied to the second cancel section 108 where the 

55 noise is further eliminated accurately in response to a second predicted noise supplied from the second 
noise prediction section 107 to obtain a voice output Also, the first voice output from which the noise has 
been previously eliminated by the first cancel section 105 is supplied to the voice detection section 106 
where the presence/absence is detected to obtain a voice-detected output (control signal). Now, the first 
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noise prediction section 104 uses the control signal indicating the presence/absence of a voice supplied 
from the voice detection section 106 to predict the noise of the voice/noise input, and supplies a first noise- 
predicted signal to the first cancel section 105. Further, the second noise prediction section 107 operates 
such that the section 107 uses similarly the control signal indicating the presence/absence of a voice 

5 supplied from the voice detection section 106 to further predict accurately the noise from the first voice 
output signal from which the noise has been previously eliminated by the first cancel section 105, and 
supplies the second predicted noise to the second cancel section 108. Thus, according to the signal 
processing device in the second present invention, the presence/absence of a voice can be accurately 
detected regardless of noise, and the noise is further predicted accurately and eliminated from the first 

w voice output from which the noise has been previously eliminated, thereby allowing a much lower level and 
rapidly fluctuated unsteady noise to be eliminated. 

With reference to the drawing, an embodiment of another present invention will be explained 
hereinafter. 

Fig. 12 is a block diagram of a signal processing device in an embodiment of another present invention. 

is The device is configured as shown in Fig. 12. That is, an FET processing section 121 transforms an 
input signal to a frequency-region signal, and supplies the transformed signal to a cepstrum peak detection 
section 122, a noise prediction section 125 and a cancel section 126. The cepstrum peak detection section 
122 detects the cepstrum peak from the frequency-region signal obtained from the FET processing section 
121, and supplies the detected cepstrum peak to a pitch frequency estimation section 123. The pitch 

20 frequency estimate section 123 estimates a pitch frequency from the cepstrum peak and supplies the pitch 
frequency to an window generation section 124 which in turn generates a window in response to the pitch 
frequency and supplies the window to a pitch frequency emphasis section 127. The noise prediction section 
125 performs noise prediction for the signal supplied from the FET processing section 121 and supplies the 
noise-predicted signal to the cancel section 126 which in turn processes the signal supplied from the FET 

25 processing section 121 according to the predicted noise, and supplies the processed signal to the pitch 
frequency emphasis section 127. The pitch frequency emphasis section 127 performs pitch-frequency- 
emphasis-processing by the signals supplied from the window generation section 124 and the cancel 
section 126, and supplies the processed result to an IFFT section 128 which in turn transforms the signal to 
a time-region signal for output 

30 The operation in the above configuration will be explained. First, an input signal to the present device is 
transformed to a frequency-region signal by the FET processing section 121. The input signal transformed 
to frequency region is detected for the cepstrum peak thereof by the cepstrum peak detection section 122, 
and further determined for the pitch frequency thereof by the pitch frequency estimate section 123. Then, 
on the basis of the determined pitch frequency, the window generation section 124 generates a proper 

35 window to perform voice emphasis as the frequency-region data, and supplies the window to the pitch 
frequency emphasis section 127. The noise prediction section 125 performs noise prediction for the input 
signal transformed to frequency region, determines the noise component in the frequency region, and 
supplies the noise component to the cancel section 126. Then, the cancel section 126 eliminates accurately 
for each frequency component the noise component in the frequency region obtained by the noise 

40 prediction section 125 , from the input signal transformed to the frequency-region signal supplied from the 
FET processing section 121, and supplies the noise-eliminated signal to the pitch frequency emphasis 
section 127. Then, the pitch frequency emphasis section 127 controls the noise-eliminated frequency signal 
obtained from the cancel section 126 in response to the window to perform voice emphasis obtained from 
the window generation section 1 24, performs voice emphasis, and supplies the voice-emphasized signal to 

45 the IFFT processing section 128. Then, the IFFT processing section 128 transforms the signal from the 
pitch frequency emphasis section 127 to a time-region signal for output. 

Thus, according to the signal processing device in the embodiment of the present invention, a noise is 
eliminated from the signal in which a voice overlaps the noise, and the pitch frequency emphasis section is 
provided to emphasize the voice component, thereby allowing a voice signal with an excellent articulation to 

so be obtained. 

Although it is apparently preferable that the window generated by the window generation section 124 in 
the above embodiment represents a voice harmonic wave structure, the window may be a comb filter and a 
low-pass filter. It is also apparent that the pitch frequency emphasis section 127 can be simply imple- 
mented in a multiplication circuit. 
55 As apparent by the above embodiments, according to the present invention, a device which eliminates a 
noise by transforming a signal to frequency-region comprises pitch frequency prediction means for 
predicting a pitch frequency, window generation means for generating a window in response to the pitch 
frequency, noise prediction means, cancel means for eliminating the noise in response to the output of the 
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noise prediction means, and pitch frequency emphasis means for emphasizing the pitch of the canceled- 
output of the cancel means using the window of the window generation means, whereby the noise can be 
eliminated from the signal in which a voice overlaps the noise and further the voice component be 
emphasized to obtain a voice signal with a high articulation. 

It is further understood by those skilled in the art that the foregoing description is a preferred 
embodiment and that various changes and modificaitons may be made in the invention without departing 
from the spirit and scope thereof. 

Claims 

1. A signal processing device comprising: 

frequency analysis means (3) for inputting therein a signal containing a noise to perform frequency 
analysis; 

signal detection means (20) for detecting a signal portion from said frequency-analyzed signal ; 

noise prediction means (6) for inputting therein said frequency-analyzed signal to predict the noise of 

the signal portion on the basis of a past noise information; 

cancel means (7) for subtracting said predicted noise from said frequency-analyzed signal ; and 
signal composition means (8) for performing signal composition on said noise-canceled signal. 

2. A signal processing device in accordance with claim 1, wherein 

the noise prediction means (6) predicts the noise of the signal portion using as a trigger the signal 
detected by said signal detection means (20). 

3. A signal processing device in accordance with claim 1 or 2, wherein 
said signal detection means (20) comprises : 

cepstrum analysis means (4) for performing cepstrum analysis on the said frequency-analyzed signal; 
and 

signal detecting means (5) for detecting the signal portion utilizing said analyzed cepstrum. 

4. A signal processing device in accordance with claim 3, wherein 
said signal detecting means (S)includes: 

peak detection means (51 ) for the peak on said analyzed cepstrum; and 

signal-noise detection means (52) for discriminating the signal on the basis of the detected peak 
information. 

5. A signal processing device in accordance with claim 1, 2 or 3, wherein 

said noise prediction means (6) accumulates the noise information utilizing the signal detected by said 
signal detection means (20) 

6. A signal processing device comprising: 

frequency analysis means (71) for analyzing the frequency of an inputted signal containing a noise; 
noise prediction means (72) for inputting therein said frequency-analyzed output of the frequency 
analysis means (71) to predict the noise component thereof; 

cancel means (73) for inputting therein said predicted noise of said noise prediction means (72), said 
frequency-analyzed output of said frequency analysis is means (71) and a cancel coefficient signal to 
cancel the noise component considering the cancel coefficient from said frequency-analyzed output 
and 

signal composition means (74) for composing the canceled-output of said cancel means (73). 

7. A signal processing device comprising: 

band division means (71) for dividing the frequency band of an inputted signal containing a noise; 
noise prediction means (72) for inputting therein said band-divided output of said band division means 
(71) to predict the noise component 

cancel means (73) for inputting therein said predicted noise output of said noise prediction means (72), 
said band-divided output of said band division means (71) and a cancel coefficient signal to cancel said 
noise component considering the cancel coefficient from said band-divided output and 
band composition means (74) for composing said canceled-output of the cancel means. 
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8. A signal processing device in accordance with claim 7, wherein 
said device includes: 

pitch frequency detection means (87) for detecting a pitch frequency of said input signal containing 
noise; and 

cancel coefficient setting means (88) for setting said cancel coefficient signal in response to said pitch 
frequency output of said pitch frequency detection means (87) 

9. A signal processing device comprising: 

a noise prediction section (101) for outputting a predicted noise signal by a voice/noise signal input; 
a cancel section (102) for inputting therein said voice/ noise signal Input and said predicted noise signal 
to obtain a noise-eliminated voice output; 

a voice detection section (103) for detecting the presence/absence of a voice signal from said noise- 
canceled voice signal to output a control signal corresponding to said presence/absence; and 
said noise prediction section (101) performing noise prediction utilizing said control signal of said voice 
detection section. 

10. A signal processing device comprising: 

a first noise prediction section (104) for outputting a first predicted noise signal by a voice/noise signal 
input; 

a first cancel section (105) into which said voice/noise signal and said first predicted noise signal are 
inputted , to obtain a first noise-eliminated voice output; 

a voice detection section (106) for detecting the presence/absence of a voice signal from said noise- 
canceled voice signal to output a control signal corresponding to the presence/absence; 
said first noise prediction section (104) performing noise prediction utilizing said control signal of said 
voice detection section; and further 
said device provided with ; 

a second noise prediction section (107) for outputting a second predicted noise signal by said first 
voice output and by said control signal; 

a second cancel section (108) into which said first noise-eliminated output and said second predicted 
noise signal are inputted to obtain a second noise-eliminated voice output 

11. A signal processing device comprising: 

FFT processing means (121) for FFT processing a signal containing a noise; 

cepstrum peak detection means (122) for performing cepstrum analysis of the FFT output of said FFT 
processing means (121) to detect the peak thereof; 

pitch frequency estimate means (123) for estimating a pitch frequency in the peak-detected output of 
said cepstrum peak detection means (1 22); 

window generation means (124) for generating a window output on the basis of the pitch frequency 
predicted output in said pitch frequency estimate means (123); 

noise prediction means (1 25) for predicting a noise from the FFT output of said FFT processing means 
(121); 

cancel means (126) for canceling the predicted noise output of said noise prediction means (125) from 
the FFT output of said FFT processing means (121); 

pitch frequency emphasis means (127) for emphasizing the canceled output of said cancel means (126) 
by the window output of said window generation means (124); and 

IFFT processing means (128) for I FFT processing the emphasized output of said pitch frequency 
emphasis means (127). 

12. A signal processing method comprising the steps of: 
analyzing the frequencies of an inputted signal containing noise; 
detecting a signal portion from said frequency-analyzed signal; 

predicting noise of the inputted frequency-analyzed signal portion on the basis of a past noise 
information; 

subtracting said predicted noise from said frequency-analyzed signal; and 
performing signal composition on said noise-cancelled signal. 
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